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ALEXANDER McCAIN DICKINSON 


THE KANAWHA-SALINES GAVEL was presented to Dr. W. A. Alexander, new moderator of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., at the recent meeting of the 92nd General Assembly in Charleston, W. Va. The gavel 
was carved from wood from Kanawha Valley’s oldest church—the Kanawha Salines Presbyterian Church. 
Mr. Charles C. Dickinson, an elder of the Church, made the presentation. Earlier, the silver moderator’s 
gavel was handed over to the new titular head of more than 718,000 Southern Presbyterians by retiring 
moderator, Dr. James R. McCain. (See Page 4). 
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EDITORIAL 
While We Sleep 


The writer did not attend th 





recent meeting of 
the General Assembly Charleston, W. Va.: nor 
has he as vet read any report of its proceedings other 
than those which appeared in the daily press. But, 
we have talked to a number of men who were 
present and who compositely represent a fair cross- 
section of our church 


Out of these rather fragmentary reports there 
emerges an impression that much of the time of the 
General Assembly was spent wrangling over the 
mechanics and policies of the church. many of the 
items being of almost trivial import, while a dis- 
tressingly small amount of time was spent consider- 
ing the fact that the Church of Jesus Christ is faced 
with gravest danger on the one hand and an un- 
equalled opportunity on the other. 


The danger which the Church faces is the present 
tendency to dilute the Christian message to suit the 
unbelief (rational scholarship), of our times. The 
time has come to speak frankly and we would do so 
in honesty and love. The message of the liberal 
Christianity of our day is largely powerless and in- 
effective because it largely bases its appeal on a pro- 
gram, on human energy and determination, on or- 
ganization and numbers and not on the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Importunate prayer for the essential 
undergirding of the work of the Church is rarely 
mentioned. The integrity and the authority of the 
Word of God are questioned or denied and highest 
honors are accorded those who look on the Sword 
of the Spirit as a defective weapon for the spiritual 
warfare of our generation. Where there is definite 
evidence that there is destructive teaching with 
reference to the Bible, this is brushed aside, but 
where there is a suspicion that there may be lacking 
a rigid adherence to the ecumenical program— 
regardless of how good the reasons may be—an 
investigating ad-interim committee is appointed. 
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The unequalled which faces the 
Church is magnified by the fact that thinking men 
re scared to death. While some church leaders may 
ide their heads in the sands of a false optimism 
the average man on the street sees that the world 
teeters on the very brink of chaos. Within five short 
vears the entire picture of the world has changed; 
a ruthless and Communist regime 
grinds its paralyzing machine across the face of the 
world, ever closer and closer, while spiritual and 
moral decay eat at the vitals of our national life. 
Little wonder that “men’s hearts are failing them 
for fear and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth.” For such a time as this 
the Church of Jesus Christ has the only message 
and the only hope. Could there be a greater oppor- 
tunity? Could there be a greater challenge? 


Opportunity 


} 


determined 


In the light of the danger facing the Church; in 
the light of the opportunity facing the Church, the 
General Assembly spent three and a half hours of 
its precious time arguing whether an individual con- 
gregation owns its own property. 


May God forgive us and may He awaken us to 
the realities of the time in which we live. If we are 
unwilling to face the danger—if we are unable to 
meet the challenge—then we have no right to ask 
for forgiveness. —L.N.B. 

(Additional Editorials on Page 15) 
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The Charleston Assembly 


By The Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


and yet all are different. From the first one 

held in 186] to the 1952 meeting just closed, 
the procedures have been strikingly similar. On the 
other hand, no two Assemblies have been identical. 
Some are more winsome than others; some stand 
out as superior in achievements. Many factors enter 
into the composite personality of an Assembly— 
the presiding officer, the commissions, the place of 
meeting. the weather and the major issues before 
the court. This Assembly in the main was good- 
natured but it was not free from occasional mani- 
festations of contentiousness. There was at times a 
tendency to quibble and waste time. Several items 
on the docket precipitated a turbulent atmosphere. 


Pind yer all are dif all Assemblies are alike 


The General Assembly met in Charleston, W. 
Va., in 1922. Thirty years later it has again trans- 
acted its business in West Virginia’s capital city. 
No municipality could have been more hospitable. 
The commissioners and guests were deeply impress- 
ed with the cultural atmosphere and geniality of 
the whole city. 


Dr. George H. Vick, the beloved pastor of the 
host church, along with his officers, were available 
at all times to provide facilities for the comfort 
and enjoyment of the Assembly. Obviously, months 
of able planning had gone into the preparations 
prior to this meeting. 


Pre-Assembly Conference 
On Evangelism 


One of the mountain-top experiences in recent 
Assemblies has been the conference on evangelism 
held in the afternoon preceding the formal opening 
of the Assembly. Dr. William H. McCorkle, the 
new Director of Evangelism, presided at this meet- 
ing. He introduced Mr. Roy Pickerel of the John 
Knox Presbyterian Church of Dallas, Tex., and 
Mr. Payne Brown, an officer of the Village Chapel 
of Charleston, W. Va., and Mr. Philip Howerton 
of Charlotte, N. C.; all of whom spoke on the vital 
place of “visitation evangelism” in the life of the 
Church of our day. 


The inspirational address was given by Dr. Sam- 
uel H. Moffett, former missionary to China from 
the Presbyterian Church U. S. A. Dr. Moffett is 
a graduate of Wheaton College, Princeton The- 
ological Seminary and Yale Divinity School. He 
declared that the supreme task of the Christian 
Church is to make Jesus Christ known, loved and 
obeyed in all the world. He commended the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church for its diligence in evan- 
gelistic and missionary labors. He said, “Your 
Southern denomination has grown twice as fast as 
our Northern denomination during the past 25 
vears. 


Dr. Moffett warned that there is another faith 
and another evangelism sweeping across the world. 
He stressed the fact that in many places the Church 
is ignoring the Communistic peril and that we are 
being out-evangelized by the Communists. Speaking 
as one who watched the Red Tide roll across China, 
he remarked, ‘““We Protestants have been trying to 
win China for Christ for 150 years. The Com- 
munists took it in less than 30. In my own lifetime, 
this rough, new all-conquering faith has blazed its 
way across one-fourth of the surface of the globe 
and has swept 800,000,000 people—one-third of the 
population of the world—into its power.” 


Raising the question, ““What makes the Com- 
munists so successful ?”, Dr. Moffett said the answer 
is not to be found altogether in their armies: “their 
armies constitute a powerful reason but the real 
secret lies deeper. At the risk of almost over-simpli- 
fication, I am inclined to think the real reason the 
Communists are so successful is simply that they 
believe in and practice evangelism with greater in- 
tensity for their false faith than the Christians do 
in the true faith.”” The Assembly was greatly stirred 
by this moving and penetrating message by Dr. 


Moffett. 
The Opening Night 


The 92nd General Assembly was officially opened 
at the Charleston Municipal Auditorium. Dr. J. R 
McCain, the retiring Moderator, called the body 
together and presented Dr. Wallace M. Alston, 
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president of Agnes Scott College, to preach the 
sermon. 


Dr. Alston used as his subject. “What is Ahead 
for the Church?” His text was, “On this rock will 
I build my church end the gates of hell will not 
prevail against it.”” (M-tthew 16:18). In this mes- 
sage, Dr. Alston pointed out that as we look on the 
horizon to ascertain what is ahead for the Church 
of Christ, an honest, discerning realism observes 
three things: First, he declared, ““We see a critical 
period of opposition from forces outside of the 
Church. Second: We see on the horizon afflictions 
from within. Third: We see on the horizon only 
days of opportunity for the Church.” He concluded 
with this statement, “It is my heartfelt desire and 
my earnest prayer that our Southern Presbyterian 
Church may have a worthy share in all that the 
future holds for the Church of the Living God on 
earth.” 


After messages of welcome by Dr. George H. 
Vick, pastor of the host Church; the Honorable 
Okey L. Patterson, Governor of West Virginia; 
the Honorable John T. Copenhaver, mayor of the 
City of Charleston; Mr. Sam C. Hill, chairman of 
the Committee on Arrangements, and Mr. Frank 
L. Taylor, on behalf of the host church, the As- 
sembly proceeded to elect the new Moderator. 


A bumper crop of nominees were presented for 
the Assembly’s selection. Dr. H. Kerr Taylor of 
Milledgeville, Ga., nominated Dr. J. J. Murray, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Lexing- 
ton, Va. This nomination was seconded by Dr. R. 
Matthew Lynn of Midland, Tex. Dr. S. Brooks 
McLean, president of Tex-Mex, nominated Dr. 
William A. Alexander, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Shreveport, La. This nomination 
was ably seconded by Dr. John R. Williams of 
Montreat, N. C. Ruling Elder Fred Kelly of 
Gainesville, Ga., placed in nomination the name 
of Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Orlando, Fla. Rev. B. M. 
Larson of Coral Gables, Fla., seconded this nomi- 
nation. Dr. A. W. Dick, pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Memphis, Tenn., nominated 
Dr. James L. Fowle, the distinguished pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga. Dr. 
Louis LaMotte of Maxton, N. C., nominated Dr. 
John A. McSween of Clinton, $. C. This nomina- 
tion was seconded by Ruling Elder Phil Howerton 
of Charlotte, N. C. No Kentucky derby could have 
been more exciting! 


The tabulation of the first ballot resulted in the 
following vote: 


Alexander 140 
Fowle 62 
Murray }24 
Dendy 38 
McSween 31 


Dr. William A. Alexander defeated Dr. J. J. 
Murray for the office of Moderator on the second 
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ballot, the vote being 216 to 178. 


The new Moderator was presented with two 
gavels. The first was a silver gavel presented by the 
retiring Moderator, Dr. J. R. McCain. The second 
was presented by Mr. Charles C. Dickinson, Elder 
in the Kanawha Salines Presbyterian Church, In 
a fitting message, Mr. Dickinson stated that this 
gavel was carved from wood from Kanawha Val- 
ley’s oldest church—the Kanawha Salines Presby- 
terian Church, 


Dr. Alexander made an exceptionally fine Mod- 
erator. He was commended on all sides for his par- 
liamentary skill, fairness, courage, and real leader- 
ship. Everyone felt that the 92nd Assembly was 
in safe hands even though the machinery bogged 
down at times, 


Fraternal Delegates 


Rev. Robert Mulholland represented the United 
Presbyterian Church. It was quite refreshing to 
hear him say he was a fraternal delegate who came 
to bring greetings but not to speak on the subject 
of union. He indicated that there were a number 
of fields in which cooperation could be carried out 
apart from organic union. In a spirit of humility, 
he declared ‘‘none of us have anything in which to 
boast save in the Cross of Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
He called for a spiritual resurgence in both denomi- 
nations that will more than out-match the zeal of 
Communism and the forces of darkness. 


Dr. Andrew Drummond Harkus spoke to the 
Assembly as a representative of the Presbyterian 
Church of England. This was the first time in the 
history of our Church that the Presbyterian Church 
of England has sent a fraternal delegate. He urged 
continuing friendships between the two nations as 
well as the two churches. 


Dr. Jesse H. Baird made an impassioned plea for 
organic union between the U. S. and the U. S. A. 
Churches. He stated, ‘““We are enthusiastic for 
union.” He distributed a letter from the U. S. A. 
Assembly bearing greetings to the U. S. Assembly. 


Rev. W. O. Ragsdale brought greetings and best 
wishes from the Associate Presbyterian Church. 


Dr. Jose dos Santos of Sao Paulo, Brazil, and 
pastor of the largest Presbyterian Church in Brazil, 
delivered in the Portuguese language a message of 
appreciation to the Assembly. Dr. C. Darby Fulton 
interpreted this address. 


Committee On Insurance 


The Committee on insurance reported that it had 
studied the whole matter of insurance and surety 
bonds, and felt that our Church should not engage 
in this business. The Committee reported, “We 
believe that the primary business of the Church is 
in promoting the Kingdom of God. We believe this 
business is big enough to require all our thoughts 
and energies.” 
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Committee On Negro 
Work Campaign 


The 1951 General Assembly became cognizant 
of the need for strengthening our Presbyterian 
Negro work. After a year’s study, it was recom- 
mended that the Assembly approve a campaign for 
Negro work in which the Board of Church Exten- 
sion and Stillman College should share on a basis 
agreed to by them and approved by the General 
Council. Ruling Elder Richard A. Farnsworth in- 
formed the Assembly that the amount desired for 
such a purpose was two million dollars. The As- 
sembly unanimously adopted this proposal. The 
period of January 1-August 31, 1953, is designated 
as the time for this campaign with May, 1953, as 
the time for raising funds in the local churches. 


Presbyterian Hymnal 


The Committee on the joint hymnal reported 
that progress was being made in the compilation 
of the new hymn book. This work is being carried 
on by committees from the U. S. Church, the U. 
S. A. Assembly, United Presbyterian Assembly and 
the Reformed Church of America. 


Ad Intermim Committee On 
Trustees Of General Assembly 
And Presbyterian Foundation 


The Committee on the Trustees of the General 
Assembly and Presbyterian Foundation recommend- 
ed that all the present members resign and the num- 
ber of this organization be reduced to nine. It was 
also recommended that the Trustees be requested 
to study the expense of operation. The responsibility 
for promotion of gifts, bequests and annuities for 
the Foundation is to be a function of the General 
Council. 


Standing Committee On 
Judicial Business 


The Standing Committee on judicial business pre- 
cipitated lengthy debate. The first item concerned 
the printing of the “OuTLine or Facts” regarding 
the Richardson case. The Committee recommended 
that such be printed in the minutes of the General 
Assembly for information at the expense of the 
Richardson family. The part of the recommenda- 
tion referring to the expense to be borne by the 
Richardson family was challenged. It was pointed 
out that other items published in the minutes of 
the General Assembly are done so at the Assembly’s 
expense, and this should not be made an exception. 
Due to a lack of agreement, this matter was again 
referred to the Standing Committee. The next day 
the Committee deleted the following statement, 
“at the expense of the Richardson family.” We 
would like to commend the Assembly for this 
change. It would have been unfair and discourteous 
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to this distinguished family to insist that this Out- 
LINE be paid for by the members of the family. 


The second item in the report of the Standing 
Committee stated, “the Committee received a com- 
munication from the Presbytery of Atlanta asking 
for the opinion of the Assembly regarding the 
amended charter of the Westminster Church of 
Atlanta: ‘““We recommend that the charter of the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, as amended by 
the action of the congregation on December 3, 1950, 
be declared as satisfactory.” 


This recommendation was batted around for 
half a day and wound up where it started. 


This question was reopened the next day having 
been accorded a special place on the docket for the 
first thing Monday morning. Rev. Ben L. Rose of 
Bristol, Va., spoke with bitter feeling against the 
Standing Committee’s report. Dr. J. J. Murray, 
Lexington, Va., proposed the following amendment 
to the Committee’s recommendation: “That the 
General Assembly notify Atlanta Presbytery that 
the Westminster Presbyterian Church is moving in 
a satisfactory direction in amending its charter but 
that the charter will not be completely satisfactory 
until the following action, ‘the property described is 
for the absolute, sole and exclusive benefit of the 
members of said Church without any right, title, in- 
terest or state legal, or equitable, existing in favor 
of any denomination, Presbytery or other ecclesi- 
astical body whatsoever,’ be removed.”’ This amend- 
ment was adopted and the Assembly passed it in 
place of the Standing Committee’s original recom- 
mendation. 


Dr. R. C. McCurdy of Goliad, Tex., and Com- 
missioner from Presbytery of Western Texas, an- 
nounced that he would enter “‘a protest against the 
Assembly’s unwarranted invasion into the private 
property rights of the local congregation.” 


Judge Leon Hendricks of Jackson, Miss., stated 
that he would join in the protest. 


Following the announcement of the protest, Rev. 
Haves Clark made the following motion: “That 
the Moderator appoint an ad interim Committee 
for the purpose of studying the whole question of 
Church property; the Committee to be composed of 
nine members, but not more than one in any one 
Synod. This Committee is to report to the 1954 
General Assembly with the definite recommendation 
for an amendment to the Book of Church Order, if 
found necessary.” This motion was adopted. 


Bills And Overtures 


Overture No. 1 from the Presbytery of Durant 
requesting that no person or organization should be 
authorized to report or speak for the whole Church 
except as specifically instructed by the General As- 
sembly, was answered in the negative. The reason 
for this answer was: “That the principle is ade- 





quately expressed in the Constitution of the Presby- 
terian Church U. S., particularly in paragraph 90, 
Book of Church Order.” 


Overture No. 2 from Presbytery of East Ala- 
bama seeking to make provision for the Session of 
the local church at its own discretion to elect such 
Ruling Elders to the position of Elder Emeritus 
when this office is a burden, was answered in the 
affirmative. It was asked that an ad interim Com- 
mittee be appointed to study the matter and report 
at the next meeting of the General Assembly. 


Overture No. 3 from Ruling Elder T. Shep 
Clark, asking for ‘“‘a deliverance setting forth the 
Scripture of validity for the ruling system of 
Elders,” was answered in the negative. 


Overture No. 4+ from the Presbytery of Meridian 
regarding methods of voting and nominating in 
particular churches, was answered in the negative. 
The reason assigned was: “This question is now 
covered by Laws of our Church.” 


Overture No. 5 from the Presbytery of Pied- 
mont, seeking to provide a way for laymen coming 
from other evangelical churches to be installed with- 
out ordination, was answered in the negative. 


Overture No. 6 from the Presbytery of Fayette- 
ville, desiring to eliminate the article, ‘‘He Descend- 
ed into Hell” in the Apostles’ Creed be deleted, was 
answered in the negative. It was stated this matter 
was clarified in both the footnotes of the Confession 
of Faith and the catechism. 


Overture No. 7 from the Presbytery of Memphis, 
asking for an amendment regarding the invitation 
to someone outside of the Presbytery to participate 
in the installation ordination service, was answered 
in the negative. The reason given was: ““The mat- 
ter is covered in the Minutes of the General As- 
sembly 1951, page 47, paragraph 6, providing ‘that 
a Presbytery may invite a minister or elder from 
another presbytery’.” 


Overture No. 8 from the Presbytery of Dallas: 
“No church or agency without the written permis- 
sion of the Presbytery can locate a new church or 
re-locate an existing one,’ was answered in the 
negative. The reason given: ‘This matter is ade- 
quately covered by the Laws of our Church—Min- 
utes of General Assembly, 1911, page 62.” 


Overture No. 9 from Presbytery of Dallas, ask- 
ing for an amendment to paragraph 70 in the Book 
of Church Order by adding the following words: 
“If the membership of any church exceeds 1,000, 
one additional representative may be sent for each 
1,000 or major fraction thereof. He shall have the 
privilege of the floor and shall be entitled to one 
vote,’ was answered in the affirmative. 


Overture No. 10 from the Presbytery of Atlanta 
relating to church members who remove their resi- 
dence beyond the bounds of the congregation of 
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which he is a member, was answered in the affirma- 
tive. 


Overture No. 11 from the Presbytery of Atlanta 
that when a person is received from other churches 
by letter of admission, by statement of their ac- 
tive membership in some other church, or by re- 
affirmation of faith, their names are to be announced 
to the congregation with the recommendation of ad- 
mitting them to its confidence and affection, was 
answered in the affirmative. 


Overture No. 12 from the Presbytery of Blue- 
stone relative to the change of the third section of 
paragraph 126 of the Book of Church Order, was 
answered in the affirmative. 


Overture No. 13 from the Presbytery of Charles- 
ton relative to a minister who is not engaged in a 
definite work in the church for a period of two 
years, shall be required to show cause why he should 
not be divested of his office without censure, was 
answered in the affirmative. 


Overture No. 15 from the Presbytery of Poto- 
mac requiring ministers seeking admission to a 
Presbytery from other denominations be required 
to have a theological degree, or its equivalent, from 
a theological seminary approved by the Presbytery 
and requiring not less than three years in residence 
before conferring such theological degree, was 
answered in the negative. 


Overture No. 16 from the Presbytery of El Paso 
relating to the changing of certain boundaries in 
the Synod of Texas, was answered in the affirma- 
tive. 


The Board Of Education 


The Board of Education reported a successful 
vear. Dr. Edward D. Grant stated, “in spite of 
disturbed economic conditions throughout the coun- 
try, our work has continued to grow. Financially, 
we have experienced our best year.” 


Gratitude was expressed for the large contribu- 
tion to this Board from the Program of Progress. 
As a result of the gifts from the Program of Pro- 
gress during the past five years, the building in 
Richmond has been overhauled completely from 
basement to attic, and transformed into an effective 
and efficient headquarters for our Church’s educa- 
tional program. A modern printing plant has also 
been built in Richmond which has been leased to 
the William Byrd Press, which does most of our 
Board’s printing, enabling us to consolidate printing 
and paper contracts at a great saving to our Church. 


The benevolence income for the past year to the 
Board exceeded all previous records with a total 
of $337,174.34, an increase of $54,842.01 over the 
previous year. The net income from the publication 
division totalled $208,497.58 last year as compared 


with $156,582.94 the year before. 
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The Board Of Church 


Extension 
Evangelism Division 


During the past year there were added to our 
church on profession of faith 19,552, by reafirma- 
tion 7,057, by certificate 38,448. The present mem- 
bership of our Southern Presbyterian Church is 
now 718,761. 


According to the figures presented to the Assem 
bly, there were 11,522 fewer accessions this year 
than last year. The explanation given was that there 
was no Easter within the church calendar year. 


The report, however, indicated hopeful signs for 
the future. Synod councils are being organized to 
promote evangelism in synods. A number of synods 
are exploring the idea of having inter-synod cam- 
paigns; three months being set apart for evangelis- 
tic emphases for 1953: March, April and August. 
There will be a special pre-Easter season March 
15-April 5—‘every church a productive program 
of evangelism.” 


Home Missions Division 


In the area of missionary support, the two major 
functions of Home Missions are sustentation and 
extension. This department has a primary respon- 
sibility for the support of the work among the 
Indians, the mountain people, the Mexicans, and 
the smaller foreign language groups throughout the 
Assembly. In addition, financial aid is given, as re- 
sources will permit, to those Presbyteries which are 
unable to support their own Home Mission program 
without outside help. 


During the past church year 58 of the 85 Pres- 
byteries received aid from this department for some 
phase of their Home Mission work. A total of 567 
workers — pastors, evangelists, superintendents, 
teachers, nurses and community workers — who 
served 664 churches, 174 outposts, 7 institutional 
centers and 5 schools, were supported in whole or 
in part by the department. ‘These 567 workers and 
850 projects in 58 Presbyteries give eloquent testi- 
mony to the Assembly-wide nature of the depart- 
ment’s work, 


In the area of extension, reports from 83 of the 
85 Presbyteries indicate that at least 57 new 
churches were organized during 1951-52. These 57 
added to the 206 new churches organized during 
the four preceding years, gives our Assembly a total 
of 263 new churches for the five years of the Pro- 
gram of Progress. This total provides for an aver- 
age of one new church per week for the five-year 
period with three in addition for good measure. 
This is truly a record of progress. 


Christian Relations Division 


The Board called the attention of the Church to 
the election of Dr. Malcolm P. Calhoun to the 
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position of Secretary of the Division of Christian 
Relations and commended him to the prayer and 
support of the entire Church. 


Radio Division 


The initial programs of the Presbyterian Hour 
went out over 12 stations in 1945. The growth and 
expansion of our program since that time has been 
most gratifying. During January, February and 
March of 1952 our own Presbyterian programs, 
produced in the Protestant Radio Center, were 
aired by 520 stations. 


Division Of Negro Work 


Since the last meeting of the General Assembly, 
the Synods of Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and 
Snedecor Memorial have approved the plan for the 
dissolution of Snedecor Memorial Synod. The Com- 
mission of the General Assembly has taken action 
dissolving Snedecor Memorial Synod as of March 
31, 1952. 


During the year, surveys were conducted in 
Montgomery, Ala.; Columbus, Miss.; Miami, Fla. 
(Richmond Heights) ; Chattanooga, Tenn.; Mem- 
phis, ‘Tenn.; Austin, Tex.; Norfolk, Va,, and Fort 
Worth, Tex. 


New workers have been placed in Charlotte, N. 
C. (Double Oaks); Austin, Tex.; Greenville, S. 
C.; Richmond, Va.; Greenville and Waterford, 
Miss. 


Property has been purchased in Greenville, S. C.; 
Charlotte, N. C.; and Memphis, Tenn. A church 
has been organized in Richmond, Va. 


The Board Of Annuities 
And Relief 


The Board of Annuities and Relief under the 
leadership of Dr. Wade H. Boggs reported a suc- 
cessful year. It has met in full every commitment, 
and the actuaries and auditors report it in good 
actuarial and financial condition. 


During the year 372 homes were aided from the 
funds of Ministerial Relief: 73 ministers, 266 
widows, 18 homes of orphans, and 15 nonminis- 
terial workers. This was a decrease of 18 homes 
from the number aided in the previous year. The 
amount remitted to the homes of these beneficiaries 
was $184,996.01. In addition $159,531.10 of the 
funds of Ministerial Relief was used to supple- 
ment the inadequate annuities of 318 annuitants. A 
total of $344,527.11 of Ministerial Relief funds 
were remitted during the year to beneficiaries and 
annuitants with inadequate annuities. The amount 
granted was much in excess of that of any previous 
year, but the Board is convinced that it is still not 
enough to relieve the retired ministers and their 
dependents of the burdens of the high cost of living. 


Throughout the year the Board stressed the re- 
quest of the General Assembly that the Church 
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contribute to its work the full eight per cent of the 
budgeted benevolence askings, and presented vigor- 
ously an appeal for a large Joy Gift offering in 
December. Since the major source of income with 
which the Board carries on its Relief work is the 
Joy Gift, it is urgent that this annual offering be 
a generous one if the Board is to have the funds 
with which to provide the necessities of life for the 
retired ministers. It is a pleasure to report that 
total receipts for the Relief work during the year 
1951-52 amounted to $528,537.79. 


The General Assembly has asked that eight per 
cent of the total amount requested for its benevo- 
lent work for 1952-53 be given by the churches to 
the Board of Annuities and Relief. With this mod- 
est amount the Board must minister in the name of 
the Church to the necessities of over 700 homes of 
retired ministers. We earnestly urge that all Synods, 
Presbyteries, and churches meet in full this request- 
ed percentage asking in order that those who served 
long and well may be freed of needly anxities in 
the days of their old age. 


Acting upon instructions given to it by the Gen- 
eral Assembly the Board has presented to the 
Church a proposed Group Life Insurance plan for 
the protection of its full-time salaried personnel. 
Ministers and churches desirous of obtaining the 
tvpe of protection which the plan affords should for- 
ward their subscription blanks, with check for the 
proper amount attached, at the earliest possible date. 


One of the forward steps taken at the Assembly 
was the approval of a plan of life insurance printed 
in the Annual Report of the Board after hearing 
an explanation of this group life insurance by Mr. 
Cecil Jones of Atlanta. The Assembly instructed 
the Board to put the Plan into eftect. The Assembly 
commended to the churches and agencies and insti- 
tutions of the Church the Plan, and expressed a 
hope that the tvpe of protection offered in the Plan 
may be available for all full time salaried personnel. 


General Council 


The General Assembly adopted the General 
Council’s approved budgets for similar agencies, 
totalling $4,013,574, for the nine month’s Church 
vear of 1953. 


The Council noted increasing evidence of coop- 
eration between boards and other agencies of the 
Assembly. 


Among the recommendations passed were: 


That no further Assembly program be set up at 
this time to supersede the Program of Progress. 


That October 22,24, 1954, be approved as dates 
tor the Assembly-wide Men’s Convention in At 
lanta, Georgia 


That October 19-November 15, 1953. 


be ap- 
proved as Stewardship Emphasis Season. 


That October through December, 1953, be used 
as a season to encourage tithing because of the 
change from a fiscal to a calendar year, and the 
resulting absences of the final quarter in the “short 
Church year.” 


The Board Of W orld 


Vissions 


The annual report of the Board of World Mis- 
sions was given to the Assembly by Dr. C. Darby 
Fulton, the Executive Secretary. He pointed out 
the magnitude of our task. He said ‘‘before all the 
world we have accepted the responsibility for the 
evangelization of 40 000,000 people across the sea.” 
In order to make this task vivid, Dr. Fulton used 
this illustration: 


“Consider the scope of this task. The population 
of our Southern United States is something over 
40,000,000. Imagine that to the Presbyterian 
Church, and to us alone, the full responsibility for 
evangelizing the South had been committed. Re- 
move every other church but ours. Reduce the Pres- 
byterian force to 400 ministers and home mission- 
aries. Imagine our cities crowded with Buddhist 
temples and Confucian shrines. Subtract from our 
civilization every influence that Christianitv has 
contributed; take away our Christian schools and 
homes; populate our villages with idols—and one 
will have some picture of the undertaking to which 
our Church has committed herself abroad.’ 


Raising the question, ““‘How tar have we come ?”, 
Dr. Fulton explained: 


“Our Foreign Mission work has been fruitful 
and productive beyond the hopes of our early 
pioneers, The unbroken darkness which contronted 
our missionaries 90 vears ago is today punctuated 
by a thousand points of light. Where Christ was 
absolutely unknown, there now stands strong na- 
tional churches with their presbyteries and synods 
and general assemblies. ‘The crowning result of our 
effort in each land has been the establishment of a 
grass-roots church, no longer dependent upon mis- 
sionary funds, fully self-supporting, self-governing 
and self-propagating. These years have witnessed 
the most significant expansion of Christianity into 
the world since the first century of the Christian 
era. Ninety years ago evangelical Christianity was 
practically unknown in the Congo, in Brazil, in 
China, Japan, Korea and Mexico. ‘Today the 
Church is a powerful factor in every 
countries. 


one of these 


“Even a statistical review of the fruits of these 
vears is such as to lend us great encouragement 
in our eftorts. Looking only at those national 
churches in whose development we have had a part, 
the figures register a significant record of progress. 
The Church of the Congo now numbers almost 
70,000 communicant members. There are 55,000 
members of the Presbyterian Church in Brazil. In 
China, the Presbyterian element of the Church of 
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Christ is estimated at 140,000. Presbyterians in 
Japan, including those now belonging to the United 
Church, are in excess of 50,090. There are 250,000 
members of the Presbyterian Church of Korea. 
Mexican Presbyterians have reached a numerical 
strength of almost 20,000.” 


Among the major recommendations made by the 
Board and passed by the Assembly were: 


“1. That the Assembly renew the call for rein- 
forcements of personnel in our various Missions. 
The Missions are calling for a total of approximate- 
ly 207 new missionaries. The Board is earnestly 
seeking to supply as many of these as possible this 
year, 


“2. That the World Mission Season, January | 
to February 1, 1953, be observed in all our churches 
as a time for Church-wide dedication to the world 
task of Christian missions; that all of our ministers 
be urged to preach frequently and fervently on mis- 
sions; and that the whole Church be called to ear- 
nest prayer for this effort. 


“3. That every church in the Assembly, with its 
organizations, be asked to observe January 25 to 
February 1, 1953, as the Week of Prayer and Self- 
Denial for World Missions; and that all sessions 
be urged to arrange for supplemental offerings in 
the churches. 


“4. That all organizations, Men and Women ot 
the Church, Church Schools and Young People’s 
Societies, be urged to make the largest possible use 
of the special World Mission Season, January | to 
February 1, 1953, using the books and literature 
for the various age groups prepared by the Joint 
Commission on Missionary Education of the Na- 
tional Council, formerly the Missionary Education 
Movement, particularly the adult book, “Africans 
on Safari,” by Leslie C. Sayre; the book, “Let in 
Triumph,” by Mrs. Conway Wharton (Ethel T.) 
published by our Board; and the film produced by 
the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U. S. A. (formerly Protestant Film Commission ) 
presenting mission work in Africa, titled, “Chal 
lenge of Africa.” 


“5. That all churches, societies and individuals 
assume wherever possible, definited responsibility 
for definite parts of the world mission work. 


“6. That the fullest possible use be made of fur 
loughed missionaries, members of the World Mis- 
sion staff, and others with special knowledge of 
missions, as speakers and leaders in churches, schools 
and conferences throughout the General Assembly.” 


Standing Committee On 


Educational Institutions 


Section IV in the standing Committee on Educa 
tional Institutions related to the Mountain Retreat 
Association, especially Montreat College. This sub- 


JUNE 25. 1952 





ject generated one of the warmest and longest de- 
bates of the whole Assembly. Dr. Hunter Blakely 
of the Board of Christian Education was the first 
speaker against support to Montreat College. Dr. 
Rupert McGregor, the President of Mountain Re- 
treat Association, Montreat College, urged the As- 
sembly to grant support to the institution. Dr. John 
R. Williams, Dr. James L. Fowie and Ruling Elder 
Paul Hastings followed Dr. McGregor in urging 
support for the College. Rev. Matthew Lynn and 
Dr. J. R. McCain joined Dr. Blakely in opposing a 
financial committment to this institution, After 
lengthy debate, support for the college was voted 
down, the vote being 237 to 75. Subsequently, Dr. 
A. W. Dick of Memphis, pointed out to the As- 
sembly that we are giving $1224 per vear for the 
education of each student in the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School and refused to give anything to Mon- 
treat College. This he said was an untenable po- 
sition, 


Inter-Church Relations 


The Standing Committee’s report on inter-church 
relations brought forth both majority and minority 
recommendations. Four of the majority recom- 
mendations were challenged in the minority report. 


The minority report set forth the following 
recommendations to the General Assembly: 


|. That the plan of simultaneous pulpit exchange 
with the Presbyterian U. S. A. Church and the 
United Presbyterian Church be rejected as provid- 
ing unfair propaganda for union without allowing 
possibility of rebuttal, and in any case, that such 
exchange be effected as now possible at local levels. 


2. ‘That this General Assembly reject the recom- 
mendation of the joint conference in Cincinnati 
regarding the forcing of the establishment of Com- 
mittees on Corporation and Union in every Presby- 
tery and Synod. 


3. Since our present directive allows only our 
“exploring avenues of “cooperation,” we reject the 
recommendation that the Departments of Evangel- 
ism and Stewardship of our Church enter into ac- 
tive cooperation with Assembly agencies of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. and the United 
Presbyterian Church, that this would give the effect 
of union before having the fact of union. 


4+. That the overture from the Presbytery of 
Meridian calling for this General Assembly to 
withdraw from the National Council of Churches 
of Christ in America be answered in the affirma- 
tive, and that our Stated Clerk be instructed to 
effect this dissolution. 


The minority report signed by Rev. Donald Gra- 
ham, Elder Josiah M. Kennedy, Elder Garland 
Kirkland, Elder George F. Montgomery, Elder 
\lontague T. Perry signed Recommendation No. 4. 


When the time arrived for the discussion con- 
cerning the withdrawal from the National Coun- 











cil, a Commissioner jumped up and called for the 
question. The Moderator expressed the idea that 
such procedure was unfair. To cut off debate on an 
important question and prohibit the commissioners 
from expressing their views is reprehensible. The 
motion was made to reconsider calling for the ques- 
tion, but lost by a vote of 156 to 115. 


The Moderator granted Chairmen of the Ma- 
jority and Minority reports the right to make state- 
ments defending their positions. Dr. Marshall C. 
Dendy, Chairman of the Majority report, said that 
in considering this issue we must “weigh the ad- 
vantages over against the disadvantages and if we 
do so we will find the advantages out-weigh the 
disadvantages.” 


Rev. Donald Graham said that he wanted to 
point up the time-honored reasons why the Southern 
Presbyterian Church should withdraw from the 
National Council. He expressed the thought that 
the “leaders of the National Council placed the em- 
phasis upon the Social Gospel.”’ “You will find that 
the National Council has received into its member- 
ship the Eastern Orthodox Church that practices 
Mariolatry and holds to seven sacraments.” He 
further stated that “the National Council is guilty 
of political legislation and promotes a system that 
denies free enterprise.’ He reminded the Assembly 
that “at times the Council has made pronounce- 
ments on pacificism and their statements were out 
of harmony with our Standards.” He closed by 
saying that “the National Council issue has been 
devisive in our Church for a long time and the hour 
has arrived for the Church to withdraw.” 


The Minority Report failed to pass. The Major- 
itv Report was adopted. 


Japanese Christian 
University 


For several years there has been considerable agi- 
tation on the part of a segment in the Church to 
support the Japanese International Christian Uni- 
versity. This year an overture come from East 
Hanover Presbytery requesting the Assembly to per- 
mit Rev. John A. McLean to speak for thirty min- 
utes on this project. The Standing Committee 
granted this request. 


In the course of the appeal made by Dr. McLean, 
he stated, “A great many people of our Church are 
interested in the Japanese Christian University. It 
has been due to the fact that the cause has caught 
the interest of our young people, who are being 
taught the ecumenical idea in all of our Sunday 
School and young people’s programs. They cannot 
understand why we decline to enter this movement. 
Our own young people in my church at Richmond 
have given over $2,000 for this cause. We must 
have a trustful Christianity that is willing to take 
chances. I urge you to make some concessions to 
this cause.” 
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The Assembly granted Dr. C. Darby Fulton, the 
Executive Secretary of the Board of World Mis- 
sions, the same amount of time to reply to Dr. Mc- 
Lean’s appeal. Dr. Fulton declared, “The novelty 
of this subject has worn off. Still we have to face 
it. We do not seek to hinder the Japanese Inter- 
national Christian University. We went as far as 
we could in giving our blessing. The side that is 
favorable to the Japanese Christian University is 
practically the only side that has been heard. The 
issue is not the willingness or unwillingness to co- 
operate. To intimate that the Board is unwilling to 
cooperate is to confuse the issue. Because a young 
man declines to marry a specific young lady it can- 
not truthfully be said that he is opposed to matri- 
mony. We have several strong reasons for declining 
support to this institution. Finance is one. We just 
do not have the money. We were asked to give 
$50,000 to form the initial core of the $10,000,000 
objective. The appeal in Japan was not made on a 
Christian basis. This was observed in the hand bills 
used for advertising. The appeal was based on pa- 
triotic loyalty. 


“The second objection was based on policy. We 
must support only the most fruitful places in for- 
eign lands. Japan is already top-heavy in higher 
education, This nation is well stocked with educa- 
tional facilities. These institutions are suffering 
from excessive competition. This is a luxury that 
we cannot aftord. 


“Finally, our Board objects to this project be- 
cause our witness would be impaired. There are 
certain doctrinal considerations that must not be 
ignored,” 


Dr. H. Kerr Taylor spoke against Dr. Fulton’s 
position. He said, “I feel that it is highly unfortun- 
ate that we are not cooperating. in this matter. The 
Board in Nashville is not unanimous in its view- 
point. We should be in this work regardless of the 
difficulties or cost. We can’t expect to get the world 
to sign with us our 17th Century standards. This 
Separatist technique is not the proper way to work 
in this Ecumenical day. The future is with the 
Ecumenical movement.” 


Dr. Charles L. Crane supported Dr. Taylor’s 
position. He affirmed, “I think we ought to get in 
this Japanese Christian University and determine 
how it will go.” 


By this time, the hour was getting late, and a 
number of the Commissioners had left. Dr. Fulton’s 
position, as expressed in the report of the Standing 
Committee, was sustained by a vote of 137 to 37. 


After the adoption of the Report, Dr. James I. 
McCord, of Austin Theological Seminary moved 
that an ad interim Committee be appointed to study 
our Missionary obligation in the modern world. 
After debate, the motion passed by a vote of 105 
to 69. 
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Special Services 


Special services including the Sunday Commun- 
ion, Elder’s Breakfast and evening popular present 
ations on the work of the Church, were of high 
order this year. 


Dr. James I. McCord, Dean of Austin Theolog- 
ical Seminary, gave a thoughtful message on ‘““The 
Gospel Of Reconciliation,” prior to the Lord’s Sup 
per. He used as his text I] Corinthians 5:17. 18. 
His thesis was that God’s Redemptive Act is rooted 
in His love and cosmic necessity. This Redemptive 
Act issues in a cosmic victory. 


Dr. John F. Anderson, Associate Pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church at Dallas, Texas, spoke 
at the Monday evening service, under the auspices 
of the General Council. He used as his topic, “The 
Kingdom Responsibility In The Resurgence Of 
The South.” Dr. Anderson emphasized that “as 
water will never rise higher than its source, so our 
Church falters from nothing but lack of leadership.” 


Dr. John R. Cunningham, President of David- 
son College, addressed one of the evening services 
on ‘Theological Education.’ He said, ‘‘Nothing is 
more relevant, nothing more fundamental to the 
solution of our problem than the adequate training 
of an adequate number of qualified ministers of the 
Christian Gospel.” 


‘The Reverend Charles H. Gibboney brought to 
the Assembly a message on “Frontiers Of Hope.” 
He reminded the Assembly that in speaking for the 
Board of Church Extension, he wanted Southern 
Presbyterians to remember “that frontiers of oppor 
tunity in Church Extension are widening on every 
hand in the South, that fields are white unto 
the harvest all over the area, and are simply waiting 
for the harvesters to reap the grain.” 


The Sunday night service was in the interest ot 
World Missions. Dr. Langdon Henderlite gave an 
interesting message on Brazil. Reverend Paul B. 
Freeland delivered an illuminating message on our 
work and opportunities in Korea today. 


The Elder’s Breakfast, which is always an im 
portant occasion, had as its speaker Judge Mac 
Swinford, of Cynthia, Kentucky. He addressed this 
body on “The Church and The World.” He chal- 
lenged the whole Church membership, especially 
the Elders, to make an honest effort to bring the 
lost to Christ and to bring new members into the 
Church. He charged the Elders to use their in- 
fluence to see that there will be a return to the 
teaching of the Shorter Catechism. He said, “| con- 
sider this little book one of the greatest documents 
ever written.” 


Observations On The 
General Assembly 


As soon as the Assembly adjourned, | walked to 
the front door and asked a number of the retiring 
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commissioners this question: “What main impres- 
sions are you carrying away with you?” Here are 
some of the answers. 


|.) “Any church that wants to know how to 
entertain the assembly should consult the pastor 
and ofhcers of the Charleston church.” Small won- 
der, they did a superb job that will long be remem- 
bered. 


2.) “l am going home disillusioned. | didn’t 
know before | came to this Assembly, how many 
uncouth and picayunish preachers we have in the 
church.” A novice is likely to get this impression. 
Some of our “leaders” (?) have failed to mature 
and act like spoiled children. This small number 
leaves a bad taste in the mouth of a new commis- 


sioner, 


, 


3.) “I have been amazed at how much time the 
assembly can waste on unimportant matters, and 
how little time it is willing to give to far-reaching 
issues.” One can readily understand this observa- 
tion. About five hours were spent on the question 
ot ownership of local church property, and yet 
nothing was really determined as this is ultimately 
a matter for the civil courts to determine. Other 
questions attecting the testimony of the church were 
rushed through with no opportunity for discussion. 
This was not the fault of the moderator. He was 
ilways ready to give ample time for expression. 


+.) “Some of the young “Turks’ in our church 
are trying to make its policies conform to those of 
the Northern Presbyterian Church and are ignorant 
of the genius of our Southern Church.” It is not 
hard to see how this impression could be created. 
Ihe ecumenical fad has superseded definite instruc- 
tion concerning distinctive Southern Presbyterian 
principles. 


5.) “L have learned this week that it doesn’t mat- 
ter so much about one’s loyalty to Christian truth 
and Christian convictions just so long as one falls 
in line with the machine. It is keeping in step with 
the machine that counts.”” There may be some basis 
for such a remrak. 


6.) “We have a great church. It is not by any 
means perfect, but | have been impressed with the 
magnitude of its work.” I have the feeling that this 
impression was not an isolated one. We are doing 
a great work in many departments of our com- 
munion, 


7.) Finally, permit me to give my personal im- 
pression. We are problem-conscious, property-con- 
world-conscious, ecumenical-conscious, pro- 
yram-conscious, popularity-con- 
scious, man-conscious, school-conscious but not doc- 
trine-conscious. Few commissioners seemed to feel 
that Christian doctrine should be considered in every 
decision. We were once strong in this respect. To- 
day we are weak; we wobble. | contend that the 
paramount need of our church at this time is a 
strong and vital doctrinal consciousness that will 
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constrain our leaders to take seriously our Con- 
fessional Commitments in every decision we must 
make relating to both faith and practice. 


The Next Assembly 


Only one invitation for the meeting of the 1953 
Assembly was extended. Dr. J. Rupert McGregor 
invited the Assembly to meet in Montreat, and the 
invitation was enthusiastically accepted. The stand- 
ing rules were changed in order to make it possible 


for the Assembly to meet Thursday, June 4, 1953, 
instead of the Constitutional date, which is one 
week later. 


Major decisions will be made at this forthcoming 
Assembly. Christians who believe in the efficacy of 
prayer should pray daily for this momentous meet- 
ing which shall likely determine the future destiny 
of our Communion. May the good Lord grant unto 
us a renewal of faith and energy to face unafraid 
the challenge before us. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JULY 6 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





In The Land Of The Judges 


Scripture: Judges 1:1 - 3:6; 21:25. Devo- 
tional Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20. 


This part of Israel’s history is sad reading, but it is most instructive. It is the story of “apostasy, chasten- 
ing, repentence and deliverance.” What a bright picture it would have been if the Israelites had remained 
true and loyal to Jehovah! The time of Joshua was mainly a time of victory: only once was there defeat, 
and that because of sin in the camp. To be forewarned, is to be forearmed, is a familiar saying. Israel had 
been forewarned. In our Devotional Reading Moses is telling them plainly what would be the consequences 


if they departed from God. Listen to part of this 
solemn warning: “See, I have set before thee this 
day life and good, and death and evil . . . But if 
thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, 
but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, 
and serve them; I denounce unto you this day, that 
ve shall surely perish.” 


In spite of this clear and emphatic statement 
they did exactly what Moses commanded them not 
to do, and went and worshipped and served other 
gods. 

The influence and example of Joshua and his 
elders kept Israel true to God during their lifetime, 
but conditions rapidly changed for the worse when 
these leaders passed off the stage. Godly rulers are 
a great blessing to any land. We should constantly 
pray that God will give us such men. 


I. Victories For Some 
Of The Tribes: 
Judges 1:1-26 


Judah and Simeon go up against the Canaanites 
and the Perizzites, capture Adonibezek, and cut 
off his thumbs and great toes. He was evidently a 
strong and cruel king, for he had captured 70 kings 
and mutilated them in the same way. He seems to 
recognize a just retribution: “As I have done, so 
God hath requited me.’ The children of Judah 
had also fought against Jerusalem, taken it, and 
burned it with fire. This appears to have been done 
with the help of Benjamin, and was only a par- 
tial victory, for the Jebusites continued to dwell 
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with them in Jerusalem. (compare verses 8 and 21) 


Then Judah, which seemed to be the most ag- 
gressive of all the tribes, went against Hebron. This 
city had been given to Caleb, (see Joshua 15:13) 
and that courageous leader promised his daughter 
in marriage to the man who would capture Kirjath- 
sepher. Othniel, the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger 
brother took the city and received the prize. Caleb 
gave her as a sort of wedding present, the upper 
and nether springs. Judah, together with the Ken- 
ites, won some further victories over the Canaan- 
ites. The house of Joseph, (Ephraim and Manasseh) 
went up against Bethel, (formerly Luz). 


Il. Some Partial Victories 
Judges 1 :27-36 


These verses have an _ oft-repeated refrain, 
“neither did.” 

Manasseh did not completely drive out the Ca- 
naanites, but was satisfied in making them pzy trib- 
ute. Ephraim did not drive the Canaanites out of 
Gezer, but let them remain. Zubulun, Asher, and 
Naphtali also were content with partial success, 
and the Danites were forced to stay in the moun- 
tains, and not come down into the valley. 

These partial victories disclosed a lack of faith 
and determination, and were a direct act of dis- 
obedience to the commands of God. These idola- 
trous and immoral nations—and recent archeolog- 
ical discoveries have shown how terrible was their 
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moral condition—were to have been exterminated. 


Instead of carrying out God’s decree of judg- 
ment, the tribes allowed them to remain and be- 
come tributary, or subject nations. When a surgeon 
operates for cancer, if he leaves any of the roots, 
the disease will certainly start up again. These na- 
tions were a cancerous growth—the “cup of their 
iniquity was full”—and the Great Surgeon, the 
Ruler of the earth, had commanded that they be 
rooted up thoroughly, even as Sodom and Gomorrah 
had been destroyed. 


God’s people were commanded to execute this 
judgment, but they, like some soft-hearted and 
sentimental people of today, thought that they knew 
better than God, or were too indifferent to carry 
out His command. Their failure was perhaps due 
to several causes. The main one was disobedience, 
as we shall see. 


Ill. The Rebuke Of The Angel 
Of The Lord 
Judges 2:1-5 


An angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to 
Bochim and spoke to Israel, reminding them of 
God’s promise, and also His command that they 
were to make no league with the inhabitants of the 
land, “ye shall throw down their altars; but ye 
have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this?” 
Then he tells them that because of their disobed- 
ience these nations will be as thorns in their side 
and a snare to them. This rebuke made the Israel- 
ites weep, but did not seem to move them to remedy 
the matter. 

There are two practical lessons which | think 
we ought to consider before we leave this part of 
the study for today: 

First, a lesson for our nation. Before the War be- 
tween the States, a slogan much used was “we can- 
not remain half free and half slave.’’ Now I believe 
that this problem could have been solved much bet- 
ter without a bitter war, but the slogan illustrates 
a far greater problem for us as a nation. America 
cannot safely remain half-Christian and half-heath- 
en. This is about our condition at present, but it 
appears to be getting worse rather than better. 

We are allowing, and even encouraging, enemies 
within our borders that are as bad or worse than the 
Canaanites. We make them pay taxes, it is true, 
and try to soothe our consciences by saying that we 
will do good with the money we get, but we make 
no determined effort to “drive them out.” The 
liquor business, the gamblers and gangsters, the 
immoral forces, are made tributary, but they are 
a danger all the time, and contribute to the dishon- 
esty and graft and crookedness in public life and 
office. They are thorns in our side and a snare to 
us. There is no safety in compromising with such 
deadly enemies. 

Second, a lesson for us as individual Christians. 
We must not compromise with sin in our hearts. 
We must not be satisfied with anything but com- 
plete victory. Paul says these rags of the old nature 
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must be “put off,” “put to death.” To allow them 
to remain is to make us wretched and useless. Let 
us lay aside every weight and the sin that doth so 
easily beset us and run with patience the race set 
before us. This can only be done through Christ. 
We must constantly “confess our sins” and be 
cleansed from all unrighteousness. We need con- 
stant and continual cleansing. We must put on the 
whole armor of God. Let us exterminate the Ca- 
naanites that dwell in the old nature; in our flesh. 


IV. A Generation Which 
Knew Not The Lord: 
Judges 2:6-10 

The generation of which Joshua was a part served 
the Lord. He died at the age of 110 years. Now 
come those sad and significant words, “and there 
arose a generation after them, which knew not the 
Lord, nor yet the works which he had done for 
Israel.” Was this partly the fault of the former 
generation? Had that generation failed to teach the 
rising generation? I cannot help but feel that there 
must have been some neglect and carelessness on 
the part of parents and leaders. 


Will there arise a generation in America which 
does not know the Lord? This depends largely up- 
on us. | am led to believe that there is a shameful 
ignorance of God in many co-called educated peo- 
ple. An educational system which leaves God and 
His Word out is worse than no education. The 
cultured Greeks in Athens were harder to reach 
with the Gospel than the outrageous sinners in 
Corinth. 


Colleges and universities which teach atheism, or 
encourage skepticism and unbelief are a greater 
menace than ignorance. Germany’s downfall was 
not caused by ignorance, but by materialistic and 
atheistic philosophy. The Bible is ridiculed in many 
places of “higher learning.” This “higher learning” 
is but another name for utter folly. The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom. These professors 
need to be taught their A B C’s. 


l’. “Apostasy, Chastening, 
Repentance, Deliverance” 
Judges 2:11-19 


First, apostasy. “And the children of Israel did 
evil in the sight of the Lord, and served Balaam .. . 
and they forsook the Lord.” The sin of idolatry 
took possession of them, together with orgies of im- 
morality. 

Second, chastening. “And the anger of the Lord 
was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into 
the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold 
them into the hands of their enemies round about.” 
America take heed! 

Third, repentance. We are not told directly that 
they repented, but we can perhaps imply it from 
their groanings and distress. 

Fourth, deliverance: “The Lord raised up 
judges.” 


Fifth, apostasy again. 
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All In A Day’s Work 


“Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters 


according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 


singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers; but as the servants of Christ, 
doing the will of God from the heart; with good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men... . ” 


(Ephesians 6:5- 


Thus the Apostle Paul sets before us God’s standard of service for 


a Christian. The 


work we do, whatever it may be, is to be done as unto the Lord; not simply to please our employer, but 


to please Him whose servants we are at all times. 
Often we grumble and growl about the work we 
have to do, when we should set our hands to the 
task with joy, knowing that if we do the work 
unto the Lord, He will reward us. After all, if we 
are in the wil! of God, and in His will the work 
has been assigned to us, why should we care as to 
the nature of the task. 


I remember so well a tenant farmer who worked 
for my father many years, and with whom I worked 
during summer vacations on the farm. Sometimes 
our work was not so pleasant, especially when we 
had to weed the garden, dig post holes, or hoe corn, 
and J would grumble about having to do my job. 
But not “Ab’—he would just hitch up his belt, 
shrug his shoulders and say, “Come on boy; the 
boss said to do it, and anyhow, we got to make a 
day.” In other words, “It’s all in a day’s work, let’s 
get at it!” 


He was obedient to his emplover, and sought to 
please him. Just so should we, in all our labors, 
seek to please our Employer, for over the earthly 
employers is one, even our Father in heaven, to 
whom we are responsible, and from whom we re- 
ceive our reward. We've got to make a day, so why 
complain? ““Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to 
the Lord, and not unto men, knowing that of the 
Lord ye shall receive the reward . . . for ye serve 


the Lord Christ.” 


If we take the attitude toward our work that a 
Christian should take, then two things will inevit- 
ably result. One, we will be happy in our work; 
two, we will do our work honestly and well. 


Brother Lawrence, whose purpose it was to 
please the Lord, though but a cook in the kitchen, 
took this attitude of faith: ““My God, since thou 
art with me, and it is by thy appointment | must 
apply my mind to these external things; I beg thou 
mayest give me grace to continue with Thee. And 
that I may act the better, labor with me, O Lord. .” 


“Nor is it any way necessary,” this venerable 
saint reminds us, “to be concerned with great mat- 
ters... 1 put my little egg-cake into the frying 
pan for the love of God. When it is done, and if | 
have nothing else of duty, I prostrate myself on 
the ground, and I adore my God who assists me in 
everything by His grace.” 
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Then this word of counsel from the lips of this 
saint of God. “Remember, | pray vou, what I have 
often recommended to you, which is, often to think 
on God, by day, by night, in your business, and 
even in your diversions . . . Do not forget Him, 

. live and die with Him: this is the glorious em- 
ployment of a Christian.” 


Happv the heart that seeks its delight in the will 
of God: that can cook, and clean, rub and scrub, 
labor and sweat, as in the presence of the Lord, and 
to please Him. The task is never heavy when we 
labor with the Lord, for His yoke is easy, and His 
burden is light. 


Then of course, if we do our work as unto the 
Lord, we will be honest and fair in our labors. Re- 
gardless of what others may do, we will be faithful. 
Whether the “boss” is present or absent, we will 
put forth our best effort. There will never be any 
question with regard to dishonest practices, for no 
believing heart, that serves as unto Christ, will ever 
consider being dishonorable in any way. The open 
till is not a temptation to one who lives and labors 
in the presence of God. Opportunities to steal, as 
considered by some, are but opportunities for hon- 
esty for the Christian. Absence of the employer, 
which some might use as an opportunity to loaf, 
will be for the servant of Christ but an opportunity 
to assume an added responsibility. 


However unpleasant the task, whatever the situ- 
ations that may arise, the sincere Christian, desir- 
ing to show forth the praise of Him who has called 
us out of darkness into His marvelous light, will 
regard it as being “all day’s work,” and will 
serve as unto the Lord. 
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“Where Do Churches 
Arise?” 


There is a popular couplet that runs thus: 


“God sends no churches from the skies, 
Out of our hearts they must arise.” 


Is that true? One wonders. At best it is only a 
half truth and the half which it does not tell is the 
most significant half. The continental theologian 
of the Word have found that one has to distrust 
much of the German romantic poetry because it is 
too pantheistic. It might be well if we began to ex- 
amine more carefully our lines. They are too hu- 
manistic, 

There may be churches which God does not send 
from the skies, but they are not the Churches of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. The Church of the 
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth does 
come from the skies. It came in God’s call to Abra- 
ham, in the Angel of the Lorp Who intervened to 
save Isaac, Who wrestled with Jacob and spake 
to Moses at the burning bush. Most of all it came 
straight from the skies in the Word who became 
flesh and dwelt among us as Jesus of Nazareth and 
in the Holy Spirit which the risen Christ shed upon 
His disciples at Pentecost. It comes from the skies 
day by day, as the same risen, reigning Lord and 
Shepherd calls those whom the Father has given 
Him unto Himself by His Spirit and Word. And 
it is only as God calls us unto Himself through the 
Word—the heaven drawn picture of Christ, the 
living Word—and by the Spirit that we become a 
living Congregation of God. The sundry sanc- 
tuaries which these several flocks erect to the glory 
of God bear their testimony to the call of Christ 
sounded from the skies. Because God does send us 
churches from the skies, therefore these Gothic halls 
arise from our hearts and with our hands. 


—Wnm.C.R. 





When You Think Of Your 
Children, Remember— 


Their Future Is Now 


The attitude, habits, and reactions of the adult 
of tomorrow are largely determined by the training 
of the child of today; and the most vitally important 
part of a child’s training has to do with directing 


him to God, His Son and His Word. 


The devil has been characteristically smart, as he 
has so frequently succeeded in blinding parents and 
teachers to their responsibility in matters of spirit- 
ual training. There is a school of thought dedicated 
to a psychological approach which on the one hand 
teaches that the personality of a child will be in- 
jured if he is faced with prohibitions, while at the 
same time it is contended that immature minds are 
incapable of receiving deep spiritual truths from 
God’s Word. This has resulted in many men and 
women undisciplined in the ways of life and totally 
ignorant of spiritual truth. 
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God has given to parents a precious privilege, 
that of moulding the life of an immortal soul into 
paths where he may come to know the One Who 
alone offers eternal life. With this privilege there 
is also grave responsibility. The developers of fine 
stock or flowers, or fruits know the importance of 
early care and its relationship to the ultimate pro- 
duct. How much more should parents realize the 
importance of precept, example and training in the 
future welfare of their children. By God’s grace 
and help the necessary wisdom will be given for 
the task. It can be had in no other way. 


“Train up a child in the way he should go: and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” 


—L.N.B. 
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Annual Christian Conferences 
Of Negro Women - 1952 


Place And Date 


Synodical 


ALABAMA Stillman College 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


June 5-11 


APPALACHIA Knoxville College 
Knoxville, Tenn. 


June 2-7 


ARKANSAS 
Little Rock. Ark. 


June 21-27 


GEORGIA Spelman College 
Atlanta, Ga. 


June 2-7 


MIsSISSIPPI Jackson College 


Jackson, Miss. 
August 18-23 


NortH CAROLINA Teachers College 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 


June 6-12 


SouTtTH CAROLINA Benedict College 
Columbia, S. C. 
June 2-6 
Greenville, S. C. 
June 10-13 


VIRGINIA 


Lawrenceville, Va. 
June 16-21 





Philander Smith College 


Petersburg Christian Trn. Sch. 
(Sponsored by the Va. Council 
of Church Women) 

St. Paul’s Polytechnic Institute 


Director's Name And Address 
Mrs. Henry W. Little 


1429 Quintard Avenue 
Anniston, Ala. 


Mrs. Richard M. Goss 
1208 Luttrell Street 
Knoxville 17, Tenn. 


Mrs. J. W. Parse 
Batesville, Ark. 


Mrs. Leslie L. Blair 
504 Whitlock Avenue 
Marietta, Ga. 


Mrs. I. N. Baker, Jr. 
147 Cooper Road - Leavell Woods 
Jackson. Miss. 


Mrs. E. F. Reid 

159 Harper Avenue 

Lenoir, N. C. 

Mrs. Tully Blair - Co-Director 
Twin Castles - A7-86 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Mrs. W. T. Cassels 
835 Kilbourne Road 
Columbia, S. C. 


Mrs. Calvin V. O’Brient 
673 East Faris Road 
Greenville, S. C. 


Mrs. A. Collie Goolsby 
(Contact Person for our Church 
and Staff Member) 

5002 Bromley Lane 

Richmond 26, Va. 














Columbia Alumni Group 
Holds Annual Meet 


The Annual Alumni Luncheon of the Columbia 
Theological Seminary Alumni Association was a 
gala occasion this year at the East Lake Country 
Club, near the seminary in Decatur, Ga. 


Approximately 300 alumni and friends from the 
five supporting Synods assembled to give special 
honor to Dr. J. McDowell Richards upon the 20th 
year of his service as president of the seminary. 
Glowing testimonials and high praises were pre- 
sented to the president of the seminary, and thanks 
was rendered unto God for His marvelous blessings 
upon the 20 years of growth and usefulness under 


Dr. Richards. 


At the luncheon meeting citations and gifts were 
presented to the following members of the faculty 
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and staff in recognition of long and faithful years 
of service at the seminary: Dr. E. D. Kerr, 37 
vears; Dr. J. B. Green, 31 years; Plato Henderson, 
29 years; Dr. W. C. Robinson, 26 years; Dr. C. A. 
Cartledge, 22 years; Miss C. Virginia Harrison, 27 
years; and Dr. J. McDowell Richards, 20 years. 


In addition, Dr. Richards was presented with a 
“Book of Remembrance—1932-1952” composed of 
letters of appreciation from approximately 300 
alumni scattered to the ends of the earth in the 
sacred Gospel ministry, a beautiful volume bound 
in leather embossed in gold letters. The climax of 
the day was the presentation to Dr. Richards by 
the alumni of a beautiful 1952 Oldsmobile automo- 
bile in token of “their thanks to God, their indebt- 
ness to Christ, their love for the seminary, and 
edness to Christ, their love for the seminary, and 


Dr. Richards.” 
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